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Beauty and the Beast /part 1

Once upon a time in a far-off country, a successful merchant lived in a lovely cottage in the forest
with his two sons and two daughters. Whenever one of his ships came in to port, he would travel to town
to sell the goods that they brought back. And every time, his children would ask him to bring things back
for them.w{)))

“I want a great sword, encrusted in jewels!” said his sons.

“I want a golden harp, with strings made from silk!” said one of his daughters.

The oldest child, however never asked for anything. )

“I just want you to come home safely,” she would tell her father. She was a pretty young woman that
her family took to simply calling her Beauty. And this was a fitting name, for Beauty most liked all the
beautiful things in life: the sound of birds singing, sweet line of poetry from a good book, the smell of fresh
flowers blooming... wg))

“Are you sure there is nothing I can bring you,” asked her father before he left.

“The other children have asked for so much.”

Beauty thought about it for a second before answering.

“I would love for you to bring me a rose,” she said.

“We don’t have them here in the forest and | do love the way they smell.” ug))

The merchant agreed with a smile, and giving his horse a kick, he was off. But when he got to town,
he found out that his ship had been damaged in a bad thunderstorm, and there were no goods to be sold.
With no money for gifts, he sadly decided to return home. But soon the thunderstorm reached the land,
engulfing everything in rain and wind and lightning. *9)
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