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Beauty and the Beast

By the light of his lantern, the merchant saw a great castle in the distance, and decided to ask for
shelter. He was so tired that he didn’t notice that the storm mysteriously cleared when he approached the
castle. He found the front door open, and with no response to his calls, he entered. The palace was beautiful,
but strangely empty. *D)

The merchant wandered into a room where a fire was burning and a chair was drawn up close to it.
Exhausted, the man quickly fell into a deep sleep. When he woke after several hours, his stomach was
growling and he was still alone, but someone had already set a plate of food in front of him. It had been
nearly a full day since he last ate, so he grabbed the food, promising to thank his host later. 4>)>

He walked down to the garden, and found to his surprise that the sun shone and the birds sang. The
merchant was delighted to see a hedge of roses lining the path towards the stables, which reminded him of
his promise to Beauty. He had stopped to gather one when he was startled by a strange noise behind him.
Turning around, he saw a fearsome and angry-looking Beast. 93

“Who said you could take my roses?” the Beast asked in a terrible voice. “Was it not enough that |
fed you? This is how you show your gratitude, by stealing my flowers?”

The merchant, terrified by these furious words, dropped the rose and threw himself on his knees. *g)
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