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Beauty and the Beast / part3

“Pardon me, noble sir,” he said.

“I am truly grateful for your hospitality, and I didn’t realize you would be offended by my taking such
a little thing as a rose.”

But the Beast’s anger was not lessened by this speech.

“You may be quite good with excuses and flattery,” he cried. “But that will not save you from the
death you deserve.” )>2

In despair, the merchant began to tell the Beast of all his misfortunes, the reason for his journey, and
his daughter’s request.

“A king’s ransom would hardly have paid for all that my other children asked,” he said.

“But I thought that I might at least take Beauty her rose. I beg you to forgive me, for I meant no harm.”

The Beast considered this for a moment.

“I'will forgive you on one condition,” he said. And that is that you will give me one of your daughters.”

“Ah!” cried the merchant. Even if | were cruel enough to save my own life at the expense of one of
my children’s, what would I say to make her come here?” gf,

“You mustn’t force her to come,” answered the Beast. See if any of them is courageous enough to
save your life. In one month, if none of your daughters is willing to come, you must say goodbye to them
forever and return alone. If you fail to keep your promise, I will come after you myself,” the Beast added

grimly.*»)
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