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Beauty and the Beast / part 4

The merchant reluctantly accepted the offer, thinking none of his daughters would agree to come to
the castle. The Beast gave him a rose for Beauty, and allowed him to leave. When he finally returned home,
his children were upset that he didn’t have any gifts for them. When he told them about the castle and the
promise he made, his sons vowed to go to the castle and kill the Best. But then the children turned angrily
to Beauty.ug))

“You should have asked for something more sensible than a rose,” they complained bitterly.

Poor Beauty felt terrible. “Who could have guessed that a rose would cause so much misery?” she
said. “But since | was the one who asked for it, I should be the one to suffer for it. I’ll go back with my
father to keep his promise.”1)>2

At first, her father and brothers, who loved her dearly, refused to let her go. But Beauty had made up
her mind. And when the day finally came, she comforted her father as they traveled there together. As they
neared the castle, fireworks lit he sky before them. When they reached the avenue of orange trees, there
were statues holding flaming torches, and they could see the palace was illuminated from the roof to the
ground, with music sounding softly from the courtyard.ﬁg

Beauty couldn’t help admiring all the wonderful things she saw. Once inside the castle, they found a
fire burning and a table set with a delicious supper for two. They had hardly finished the meal when the
sound of Beast’s footsteps could be heard, and Beauty clung to her father in terror. But, when the Beast
appeared, she greeted him respectfully.

“Have you come willingly?” he asked * ))>
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