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Hansel and Gretel / part 1

A poor woodcutter, his two children, and his new wife, the children’s stepmother, lived at the edge of
a vast forest. The two children, a boy and girl, were named Hansel and Gretel. Every day, the woodcutter
struggled to earn enough to take care of his family.

One year, a famine struck the land, and he couldn’t even afford to buy food. Sleepless with worry, he
said to his wife one night, “How can we feed our poor children, when even you and I have nothing to eat? )>>

“Here’s what we’ll do,” answered the woman. “Tomorrow morning, we’ll take Hansel and Gretel
deep into the forest and leave them there. I’'m sure they won’t be able to find their way back, and then we’ll
only have to feed ourselves.”

“I can’t do that,” said the man. “How can I abandon my children in the forest, to be killed by wild
animals”

“You foolish man,” she scolded him. “If you won’t get rid of the children, we’ll all starve.” She
continued to nag him until he finally agreed to her plan, although he had many misgivings.

The two children, too hungry to sleep, had heard what their stepmother had said to their father.
Weeping bitterly, Gretel said to Hansel, “I don’t want to be left in the forest!”1 )>>h

“Don’t worry, Gretel,” soothed Hansel. “I have a plan.”The woman awoKe her two stepchildren just
before sunrise the next morning by shouting,“Get up, you lazy brats! We’re going into the forest to collect
firewood.”

She gave each child a little piece of bread, and said, “Here’s your lunch; don’t eat it right away,
because you won’t get anything else.” * )>>
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