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Hansel and Gretel / part 2

Gretel put her bread in her apron. Hansel put his bread in his coat pocket and secretly crumbled it all
up. Then they all set out together to the forest. As they walked, Hansel kept stopping.

His father said, “Hansel, why do you keep stopping? Get moving!”

“sorry, father,” said Hansel, “I’m just looking back at my little white cat sitting on the roof of our
house.” Hansel’s stepmother said, “Stupid boy, that’s not your cat; it’s the morning sun shining on the
chimney.’wf))

But Hansel hadn’t really been looking back at the cat; each time he’d stopped, he’d thrown some of
the breadcrumbs from his pocket onto the path. When, they reached the middle of the forest, the father said,
“Now, children, pile up some wood, and I'll light a fire to keep you warm.”

Hansel and Gretel gathered a big pile of sticks. Once the fire was burning brightly, the woman said,
“Rest by the fire, children, while we go and cut some more wood. When we’re done, we’ll come back and
take you home.” nf{>)

Hansel and Gretel sat by the fire and shared Gretel’s piece of bread. After a while, the two children
fell asleep. When they woke, it was already night. Gretel began to cry and said, “How will we find our way
home?” But Hansel comforted her and said, “Wait until the moon rises, and then we’ll follow my trail of
breadcrumbs home.” However when the full moon rose, they saw no trail, because the birds of the forest
had eaten up all the crumbs! w))
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