| wikiwook.ir

Stone Soup / part 1

There was once a hungry beggar who was traveling from town to town, looking for a warm meal. In
his travels, he happed to stumble upon a small cottage at the edge of a forest. He knocked on the door and
it opened a crack, just enough for him to make out the figure of an old woman. “Yeah, what do you want?”
she asked impatiently. “I beg your pardon ma’am, but [ was wondering if you could find it in your heart to
give a hungry beggar a warm meal.” he asked. “No, beat it! I don’t have a morsel of food to spare. I'm
starving myself!” she shouted. “Besides, didn’t your mother ever tell you there’s no such thing as a free
meal? This isn’t a soup kitchen, after all!”* >)>

As she was shouting at him, he managed to get a good look at the house behind her. There were elegant
rugs and paintings and leather couches. The beggar knew at once that she wasn’t poor, she was just cheap.
“Please hear me out,” he began again, “I don’t need anything from you except a fire and a pot of water. In
return, I’ll cook you the best meal you’ve ever had using my soup stone.”

“Your what stone?”

“My soup stone.”

“Your what what?” 1 )%

“My soup stone.” he replied, his voice staying perfectly calm and soothing.He pulled a smooth rock
about the size of a baseball out of his pocket. The old woman was intrigued and curious how someone could
make soup with a rock, so she opened the door and led him to the kitchen. There, she filled a pot with water
and placed it over a small fire. mf))

Once the water began to boll, the beggar dropped his stone in the pot and stirred it a few times. Then,
he took a sip using the big wooden spoon he had been using to stir. “Hmm,” said the beggar, “the soup’s a
little thin because I’ve had to use this same soup stone so many times. But [ know just the thing to thicken

itupa bit.”* )>>
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