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The Princess and the Pea / Final part

“You see? She is no more than a common peasant.”

“But mother,” argued the Prince. “Look at how she walks! I’ve never seen anything more graceful.”

The Queen could see that her son had already fallen for the girl, so she quickly devised a plan to get
rid of her.“Alright, then, if you don’t believe me, we will put her to a test. Tonight we will dress her bed
with ten of the softest, fluffiest, most luxurious feather mattresses in the cast. Then under the ten mattresses,
we will place a single, uncooked pea. If this pea disturbs her sleep, then we will know only a real princess
would be delicate and refined enough to feel the pea.”1 )>>

The Prince didn’t think that anybody would be ableto feel the pea, but he also knew that his mother
knew best. Besides, he thought, he didn’t want to marry anything less than a real princess1 )

So the Queen ordered her servants to gather the best mattresses they could find, and br n% them to the
guest tower. The she took a single pea, and put it right in the middle of the bed, and had the servants stack
all the mattresses on top. Then the Prince escorted the guest to her room, where she needed a ladder to get
to bed.*o)

In the morning, the Prince went to the dining hall, and peeked inside to get a look at his love. She
looked terrible. She had dark circles under her eyes and was sipping a large cup of tea. “I am so tired,” the
princess told a servant. “Please do not tell the Prince, but that bed is awful, I felt like there was a brick
inside it. I did not sleep a wink all night. I am so tired.” :

The Prince rushed over to her side and knelt befog Qer. “You are a true princess, aren’t you? Please
marry me and live here and I will get you any mattress you choose.”

The Princess looked shocked but then smiled and said, “Yes, I will marry you, as long as I don’t have
to sleep on that bed ever again!” The next day, after the Princess got a good night’s sleep without a pea to
disturb her, the Prince and Princess were married.

And they lived happily ever after. * )>>
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