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Stone Soup / Final part

The old woman stared wide-eyed, astonished by what she was seeing. “What do you need?” she asked.

“If we had a little meat to add to the soup, it’d fix it right up. But since you don’t have anything to
spare, I guess we’ll have to make do without it.” he explained.

“I think I have some leftover scraps of beef lying around” the old woman said, trying to hide her
excitement. She ran and fetched them.

The beggar noticed that they were fresh, juicy cuts of the finest beef, and he added them to the soup.
He sipped the soup again. 1;2?

“It’s definitely better, but I still think it’s missing something. Usually, a soup this fine has vegetables
in it. But since you don’t have anything to spare, I guess we’ll have to make do without them.” said the
beggar.

“I think I might have a few tiny ones that rolled behind the cupboard” the old woman said, and once
again scurried off to get them. She returned with a bushel of potatoes, carrots, and onions all fresh from the
garden and bigger than any the beggar had seen before. He added them to the soup and sipped it again.

“Hmm.” said the beggar.

“How is it? Did it come out alright?”” the old woman asked eagerly.1ﬂ>

“Oh, the soups fine. Better than fine, actually. It’s just that when people eat fancy soup like this, it’s
usually served with bread. But since you don’t have anything to spare, I guess we’ll have to do without it.”
he replied.

“Now that you mention it, I think I have an old bread crust that is going stale.” said the old woman,
and again she brought it to the beggar.

It was a loaf of soft and fluffy bread, still warm from the oven. He cut it in half and placed each piece
in a bowl of soup. Together, they finished the whole pot, just as the beggar told her, it was the best meal
the old woman had ever had. The beggar fished the stone out of the now empty pot and took off on the road
again. The old woman never forgot the kind beggar who cooked her stone soup, and how all it cost her was
a pot of water. She knew a good deal when she saw it *D)
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